EAST STREET PUBLICATIONS MAIL ORDER FORM M

Passages in Search of Australia
by Martin Edmond

Australia was imagined before it became real and its past still reads
like a series of inventions. Luca Antara explores fault lines in this
early history at the same time as it mines equally ambiguous rifts
in literary culture and autobiography. The quest takes us to the
far Marquesas, Paris at the time of the Commune, the Portugal of
the Fatima revelations, 17th century Dutch fatalities on Houtmans
Abrolhos and the mysterious first Portuguese voyages into
northern Australia, one of which, by Anténio da Nova, is retraced
first in words, then across land and sea. Meanwhile the locus of
these inquiries remains contemporary Sydney and environs, where
the narrative begins and ends. At once memoir, history, fable, and
travel book, Luca Antara is indescribable and inimitable, exquisitely
written, an enigma and a delight.

“Luca Antara is a remarkable and original book written under the spell
of a city, Sydney, and of a country, Australia; a book written under
the spell of an idea, discovery; and finally under the spell of several
fascinating compulsions - to search, enquire, dream, and to travel.”
Roger McDonald, author of The Ballad of Desmond Kale.

RRP $35.00 (inc GST)

Plus postage at $5.50 per copy within Australia
and $20 to the rest of the world
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